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Whether yon agree with honeschooling or
nof, ity @ reality {n moiocross, as kids are
getting more. serious gl making a career
in the sport at younger ages than ever. Years
aga, California’s Andrea Leib made the diffi-
cult decision to homeschool her bovs fo help
thent maintain competitive amatenr racing og-
reers, and thar stap led to the creation of an
inrovate educativnal program nnparalleled in
the sport. Mrs, Leib’s On Track i3 designed to
keep racers, well, on track, with both their dire
bikes and their educational pursiirs. We ralked
i her 1o find out mere,

Racer X: What exactly is On Track, An-
dren?
Andrea Leib: On Track is a program that fo-
cuses on custom learning solutions so racers
whis are goimg o be competing on
a national level, wiwo need o dedi-
cate more fime to their meing, Gin
still achieve a cutting-edge educa-
tion S0 what [ do is [ facilitale a
plan based on each individual, 1
give them a learning-style profile,
because everybody learns differ-
enthy. Through this prodile, which a
student takes onling, | costomize a
program, whether it's iexi-bused or
online or a combination of both.
Another thing that makes my
program upique is that T provide
support to the parents oo, When
a family starts homeschooling, it's
really difficult, When [ started sev-
eral vears ago with my two-—["m
a teacher, and 1 really ddn’t want
by homeschool—I had heard a log
of negative things about home-
schooling. But this was something
I had to do for my son Michael,
because keaving school so oflen
really hurts them. There really
WS [ any suppart in place when
I started, so a year later, when |
started On Track, 1 thought there
needed i be something where the
parents and the sidents would have somebody
who they could meet ome-on-one with,
Do vou go to all the major amateur races?
Yes, T do. 1 stanted out by just doing tutor-
ing at the races. because kids go there with
homewnork. and it's really difficult, as vou can
imagine. It's a very distracting environmend.

MNow I'ni-available at the races mainly o help
parents whe are looking for a program. The
students | work with—about eighty across the
country—I encourige them not (o bring their
homework (o the track, This way, they can fo-
cus on their rucing and they're not stressing
ahout their homework. Instead, 1 encourage
themn to get ahead so they den't have 1o do
schoolwork at the track.

D stndents need to be accepted into your
pProgram?

Yeah, they do. I haven't actually turned any-
hody away, but if I find that students are falling
hehing and we hive a suspension or a meeting
about it and they're not able o pick back up,
that’s just not accepiable. The kids 1 work with
have to mainiain a B average; they have to stay
on track. | know at some point everyone is fo-

ing to fall behind, especially when we go o
Texas. But ax long as we're within three to four
wieeks of where we're supposed to be, I'm okay
with that, We mect weekly, or we talk weekly,
and we have a plan. That’s how everyone does
well, because there are guidelines and bound-
arkes that everyone’s got (o stick with,

What happens if a student isn't taking it se-
riously and just isn't getting good grades?
Well, T had o drop two siudents in the pasi
twa vears, | really don’t want to just shut
the door, so | have this sysiem in place
where if a student is mone than four weeks
hehind, I give them two wesks to get caugh
up. If that doesn’t happen, then I sit down
and 1alk to the parent about things they can
do 1o get their child to take it more senous-
ly. I've never said, “Okay, you're gn your
own.” ['ll take them to the end of the vear,
but that's all.

Do riders have by have a certain skill level
on a hike to apply to On Track?

Ahbsolutely not. T can't turn anybody away. |
work with anybedy who's inferested in gel-
ting a culting-edge education. [ even have a

high-school-equivalency program now, and
there are people coming to me whao fiave noth-
ing to do with motocross. but they dropped
out and they realize that having a diphom 13
important, 11l ake that student in a heartheat,
I want to help them achieve a betier job, u
better future, and a stronger belief in them-



